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4 Dear Family,

In scripture we are told in Jeremiah 33:3, to “Call to the Lord and He will answer us and tell
us great and unsearchable things we do not know.” This instruction is for all of us as
believers. And it is unquestionably and unhesitatingly the path that we as your chosen
leaders follow in all matters on behalf of our congregation. To us, calling on the Lord is the
only path to vision.

In our opinion, our beloved Park Avenue congregation has reached a pivotal and decisive
point as we look to the future. We believe the reason this has occurred is in answer to our
relentless prayers to present a unified, healthy church to the Lord in service to Him in the
Texoma area. The results of countless prayers and of all efforts by members of this
congregation are that both our worship attendance and our Sunday school attendance
have grown by more than 20 percent over a few short years. We need vision.

In response to this growth the auditorium was recently expanded to make more room for
our praise and worship together. There are two other major needs to address. One is more
classroom space for Bible instruction. The other is an expanded multi-use area to
accommodate larger gatherings for the blessings of fellowship, meetings and sharing in
meals together.

The result of our prayers and planning to address these issues was the decision to
participate in a campaign to meet these needs. Deciding to take this leap forward was not
an easy one because it was unfamiliar to us, but it is one that we realized must be taken.
What was most obvious to us was that not doing anything was in fact also making a
decision about the future of the Park Avenue congregation. We preferred to make the
decision that required faith.

Our faith is two-fold. We know that the Lord will continue to answer our fervent prayers in
these matters. We also know that our faith in each one of you will be as evident as it always
is in your support of the future of this congregation.

What a wonderful and immeasurable joy it is to be a part of this community of God’s
people, and what an inexpressible honor it is to serve as your shepherds. We covet your
earnest prayers, your gifts and your energies, and your unbounded generosity as we are all
seeking to be “Faithful to His Call” and as we take “Our Next Step”.

In His Name,
The Elders
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... addresses the most

monly asked questions about our stewardship campaign enti-
tled, “Faithful to the Call”. As you read it, ask yourself, “How

can I be a part of the great work God is doing in this church?”

Q. What is our

A. We are a growing congregation, and because of that growth, our
current facility is not able to support the class sizes and multiple class
offerings necessary for our Bible class structure. We do not have
adequate classroom space for all of our adult classes to meet at the
same time. We have made continual efforts to improvise with classroom
space using our library, one of our children’s play areas as well as the
Youth Ministry office. However, even with this creative classroom shuffle
we still have classes that fall by the wayside. Also, we do not have
adequate room for all-church events in our current fellowship hall.
Currently we can fit approximately 225 people in our fellowship hall with
very little room to “fellowship”. Along with our fellowship area, our
kitchen does not provide adequate space to prepare food for the amount
of people we often feed at large events. Other areas of need include a
revamped children’s wing, additional storage area, and a more efficient
office work space.

QN[ FAEYMA  building plan?
e ——————————————SSS

A You've already seen Phase 1 of our plan — the expansion of our
auditorium to add 150 seats. Phase 2 will be the remodeling of our
children’s area to provide a more secured environment for our preschool
age. And Phase 3 will be the construction of a multi-purpose building to
accommodate classes for first grade through college age. This building
will have a sufficient kitchen and meeting space for our largest all
-church events. We will provide drawings and detailed layouts of our
construction plans when they are available.

A _[First and foremost, we ask you to pray for this campaign.
Prayerfully consider how God is blessing you and what he wants to do
through you and through Park Avenue.

Second, we ask you to be ready to share in the process. You may be
asked to take on a small task, spread the word about Faithful to the Call,
or be present at an event.

Third, we want you to stay informed. You will be exposed to a great deal

of information about our campaign. We ask that you read it, attend
meetings and keep yourself up to speed on the exciting things happening
with Faithful to the Call.

Fourth, we hope and pray that you will give to our Faithful to the Call

campaign. You'll hear the phrase, “Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.”
This conveys the heart of Faithful to the Call. We ask each person to
give according to the resources the Lord has put at their disposal.

Q. What should | @

A Few of us have the resources to make a million dollar

gift, but each of us has the ability and opportunity to

make a powerful sacrificial gift demonstrating the Lord’s
presence in our decision making. We know that you are

already giving to this church family through weekly offering, Missions’
Sunday and other areas. Those operations must continue, so we ask
that your commitment be “over and above” your current giving. You will
be encouraged to be creative with your giving and with the things you
sacrifice in order to increase your financial commitment to the program.
We will support you in this by accepting non-cash gifts such as stocks,
bonds, property, and other items of value that you deem appropriate for
our campaign. Ultimately, we hope that your gift will be a result of
prayerful consideration for what God wants for you.

Q. Whendol P RsAG 1 -l and how long do | m

A Your pledge to the campaign can be made by means of a
confidential commitment on October 14th, Commitment Sunday. Two
weeks later, at Celebration Sunday, we will announce the total amount
pledged and we will encourage everyone to give their first incremental
gift. You determine your personal giving schedule—it may be weekly,
monthly, or on another basis. We suggest that you schedule your giving
in a consistent way that works for you. Giving to this campaign will
continue for three years, and you can schedule your giving accordingly.

September 16-19, 2007

September 16 1| October 14, 2007

Informational Meetings

A series of Informational Meetings will be held at | During this time we will nurture our spiritual growth in
the church building and in homes around the | the journey. It will be a time of personal discovery as all
Texoma area. Every person in the church will be || o f us seek God' s gui danc
invited to attend these important meetings. Look pertaining to the Faithful to the Call campaign.
for an invitation letter outlining the dates, times, | Brochures, newsletters, congregational and personal
and places for these meetings. At these gatherings, prayer, and a special series of sermons will help spread

you will receive detailed information and have the | the vision throughout our church family. This is a time
opportunity to ask questions. You will also receive | for GROWTH.

Devotional Prayer Guides at these meetings.

Inspiration
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up next?

September 17 - October 6, 2007

20 Days of Prayer

We are asking all members of Park Avenue to make a

personal commitment to a specific prayer time each
(day for 20 days and to

your life. Our desire is that you will make a prayerful

decision about your participation in the spiritual and

physical growth of the Park Avenue Church of
Christ.

October 6, 2007

Day of Prayer

We will set aside a special time for prayer about our
campaign which will take place at our building. Look
for more information from the Prayer Team soon.

g

October 14, 2007

Commitment Sunday/All Church Luncheon

As part of the morning worship service, you will be invited
to confidentially register your personal response to the
Faithful to the Call campaign.

Immediately following our morning worship service, we will
have a special time for fellowship! Look for future
announcements about our All Church Luncheon.

October 28, 2007

Celebration Sunday

Plan to be present in worship on this special day as we
celebrate the great things God has done! During morning
worship, we will share the financial results of our Faithful to
the Call campaign.




